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before his departure he sent for Count Potocki and
the Minister of Finance of the Grand Duchy, with
whom he conversed for a long time. His Majesty
reached Dresden the 14th, one hour after midnight,
and stayed with Count Serra, his Minister. He had
a long conversation, with the King of Saxony, and
left immediately, by Leipsic and Mayence."

Napoleon's return was thus announced in the Mon-
iteur of December 20: "Paris, December 19. His
Majesty the Emperor arrived in Paris yesterday
evening at half-past eleven o'clock. He has received
the Princes holding high positions, the Minister, and
high officers. The Duke of Cadore has been sworn
in as Minister and Secretary of State ad interim in
the place of Count Daru, who remains until further
orders with the army, as Commissary General. His
Majesty has commissioned the Bishop of Nantes, one
of his almoners, with the administration of his chapel,
in the absence of the Grand Almoner."

Etiquette moved on with perfect regularity; Napo-
leon had never seemed more calm and more confident,
At the Palace of the Tuileries one would have
thought that the Russian campaign was nothing but
a bad dream, a nightmare that the day had dispelled,
but in the city the distress and uneasiness were very
great. The Duke of Rovigo says: " The Emperor's
arrival in Paris completed the change of public opin-
ion. When once black thoughts began, imagination
knew no bounds, and the army was regarded as a
horde of exhausted and half-frozen men, rather than